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Idaho. Mackay is celebrating 100 years as the 
‘‘top of Idaho.’’ 

With an elevation of 5,897 feet, Mackay is 
nestled near Mt. Borah, Idaho’s highest moun-
tain. Gold, silver, lead and copper were dis-
covered in the White Knob Mountains above 
Mackay in the 1880s. Over 100 years, the 
area yielded nearly one million tons of ore re-
sulting in 41,996 ounces of gold, 1.7 million 
ounces of silver, 15.1 million pounds of lead, 
5.49 pounds of zinc, and 62.2 pounds of cop-
per. 

What started Mackay was mining millionaire 
John Mackay’s vision of a 12-mile electric 
mountain railway system to transport ore down 
the mountain. Because of the massive project 
of building the railway system, John Mackay 
planned the town around the railroads final 
stop. Named after himself, the town Mackay 
was officially incorporated on October 14, 
1901. 

In its 100 years, Mackay has seen the best 
of the mining boom. During World War I, the 
mines around Mackay supplied ore for red 
metal. By 1917, Mackay was a thriving town of 
400 with a post office, movie house, many 
businesses, saloons and pool halls. 

At one point, the town grew to be home to 
roughly 5,000 residents. The mining boom, 
coupled with range livestock, dairy, and crops 
created a positive economic environment in 
which the town flourished and its residents en-
joyed their prosperity. 

Unfortunately, however, the history of the 
West is checkered with cycles of boom and 
bust, many of which center around the West’s 
most precious commodity—water. When 
Mackay and the surrounding region were hit 
by a severe drought, tempers rose and times 
grew more desperate—including a farmer re-
volt in 1933 that led to the dynamiting of a 
headgate in a last ditch effort to release water 
held behind a dam. 

In 1983, the Mt. Borah earthquake leveled 
the Mackay City Hall and damaged several 
businesses. Despite its trials, Mackay con-
tinues to be a destination spot for many. With 
its breathtaking views and proximity to Idaho’s 
scenic rivers and pristine backcountry, Mackay 
showcases the best Idaho has to offer. 

Mackay is a town that epitomizes the rug-
ged West and my home state of Idaho. 
Mackay’s residents are hard working Ida-
hoans, who love their town, state and country. 
I want to add my heart-felt congratulations to 
the citizens of this beautiful place that literally 
is the top of Idaho. 
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Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I am proud to pay tribute today to a 
great mayor, a dedicated public servant, and 
a wonderful person as she ends a truly re-
markable and successful 8-year career as 
Mayor of the City of Richmond, California. 

Rosemary Corbin has made a tremendous 
difference for the people of Richmond and the 

entire Bay Area of San Francisco. She is a 
leader and a fighter and she gets things done. 
I am proud to have been able to work closely 
with her over the years to coordinate federal 
and local efforts to protect our environment, 
create jobs, clean up blighted neighborhoods, 
reduce crime, improve affordable housing, at-
tract business investment, and protect the 
rights of working men and women. 

She was an important local voice in our suc-
cessful efforts to secure critically needed 
funds for California and local communities for 
coastal protection, open space preservation, 
and urban recreation opportunities. 

She was part of the dedicated team that I 
was privileged to work with to establish the 
Rosie the Riveter Memorial and National His-
toric Park dedicated to preserving the history 
of the contribution of Richmond and tens of 
thousands of women and minorities to the 
World War II homefront effort. 

She fully utilized federal funds provided for 
the highly successful community policing ef-
fort. She has been vigilant in her efforts to turn 
Richmond’s ‘‘brownfields’’ into ‘‘greenfields.’’ 
And Mayor Corbin should be very proud of 
one of her last acts in office, winning a federal 
court ruling against the Bush Administration on 
labor policy. 

Mayor Corbin also played a key role in de-
veloping the Federal Regional Task Force and 
focusing its efforts on the community of North 
Richmond. The task force consists of all of the 
major federal agencies in Region IX and is in-
tended to identify and coordinate essential 
services to help rebuild this troubled commu-
nity. 

Rosemary Corbin has been a tireless public 
servant. She served as mayor from 1993 
through this year, and served on the Rich-
mond City Council from 1985–1993. She 
serves on countless boards and committees, 
supporting the work of local, state and national 
organizations. And recently, she has become 
a spokesperson on behalf of cities to ensure 
they receive adequate resources to do their 
part to respond to the threat of terrorism. 

The people of Richmond could not have 
asked for more from their mayor over the past 
eight years. She has been a tireless defender 
of their interests. She is creative, energetic, 
and compassionate. She has kept her atten-
tion focused on the needs of her city and its 
surrounding community. She should be proud 
of her service. I am proud to have served with 
her. And I am confident that she will continue 
in her own way to contribute to the betterment 
of our community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that the House of Rep-
resentatives join with me in congratulating 
Rosemary Corbin on her eight years of exem-
plary service as Mayor of the great city of 
Richmond, California. 
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Mr. CUMMINGS. Madam Speaker, I stand 
today to honor the nearly 800,000 postal em-
ployees (including 49,000 employees with dis-
abilities and 251,000 veterans) who faithfully 
serve this nation by: delivering 200 billion 
pieces of mail each year to 134 million ad-
dresses, including 20 million post office boxes; 
carrying more mail to more people over a larg-
er geographic area than any other country; 
serving 7 million customers daily at one of 
38,000 postal retail outlets; collecting mail 
from more than 312,000 street mail collection 
boxes; and as individual carriers, delivering 
about 2,300 pieces of mail a day to 500 ad-
dresses. 

Postal employees carry out these duties de-
spite adverse environmental and weather con-
ditions, including difficult terrain, extreme heat, 
rain, sleet and cold. They now face a different 
kind of adverse condition—a war. Our war on 
terrorism has placed postal workers at the 
front lines of a battle against those who seek 
to harm our nation’s citizens by contaminating 
a valuable and critical component of our soci-
ety’s way of life—the mail. This is not a duty 
they signed up for, but it is one that they have 
faced, accepted and carried out with grace, 
dignity and fortitude! 

Despite the tragic terrorism perpetrated on 
our soil and the deaths of two of their col-
leagues, postal employees have delivered 
about 34 billion pieces of mail since Sep-
tember 11 in the face of a continued threat to 
their health and lives. 

Recently, I met with postal workers from my 
district. They are proud to work for the postal 
service, but are concerned for their safety. 
They assured me that neither rain, snow, nor 
anthrax laced letters would keep them from 
delivering the mail. However, with that re-
newed pledge and resolve, they wanted my 
assurance that the government cared about 
them. 

H. Con. Res. 257 provides this body with 
the opportunity to thank them for their resolve 
and all they have done to keep the mail flow-
ing. The men and women of the U.S. Postal 
Service have done an outstanding job of deliv-
ering the mail during this time of national 
emergency. Further, I believe that is our duty 
to assure their safety and well-being as they 
continue to carry out their duties and respon-
sibilities. As such, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill, our postal workers and our 
U.S. mail system! 
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